
Stow Heath Primary School  

Geography Curriculum - EYFS   

Early Years Profile: 
Pupils should be taught about: 

 Understanding the World- The World 

Nursery Coverage  Reception Coverage  

Autumn Term –  
Forest school –effects of autumn / winter 
Spring Term –  
Forest school- exploring commenting on what they see 
Summer Term –  
Forest school –show care for the environment 
 

Autumn Term –  
Our environment –Forest Fridays (this will be ongoing observing changes)  
Spring Term –  
Litter and the effects on our planet 
Summer Term –  
Mini beasts homes (different environments) 

Nursery End points (30-50mths) Reception End points (40-60mths) 

I can make comments and ask questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the place where 
they live or the natural world 
I can talk about things I have observed  
I can show care and concern for living things and the environment   
 

I can look closely at similarities and differences in relation to places 
I can talk about features of my immediate environment 
I can talk about how environments vary from one to another  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography Curriculum - Key Stage 1   

National Curriculum: 
Pupils should be taught about: 
Locational knowledge 

 name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 

 name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

Place knowledge 

 understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country 



Human and physical geography 

 identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles 

 use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 

 key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 

 key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage 

 use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map 

 use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key 

 use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment. 
Year 1 Coverage  Year 2 Coverage  

Autumn Term – ‘The big build’ Features of the schools locality  
(Human and physical geography  - use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  
key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop) 

Spring Term – ‘What’s around here?’ Locating human and physical features in school’s local area. 

 (Human and physical geography  - use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  
key physical features and key human features 
Geographical skills and fieldwork  - use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and 
locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of 
features and routes on a map  
use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 
features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key  
use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the 
key human and physical features of its surrounding environment) 

Summer Term – ‘Posting and places – Where shall we go?’ Hot and Cold places  
(Locational knowledge  - name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities 
of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas  
Place knowledge  - understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-
European country  
Human and physical geography  - identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom 
and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South 
Poles  
use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical features and key human features 
Geographical skills and fieldwork  - use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom 
and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage  
use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for 
example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map)  

Autumn Term – ‘All about me’  - The city where I live – Wolverhampton 
(Human and physical geography - use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical features and key 
human features 

Geographical skills and fieldwork  -use simple directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], 
to describe the location of features and routes on a map  
use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; 
devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key  
use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key 
human and physical features of its surrounding environment)  

Spring Term – ‘China’  - Comparing the UK to a Non-European country (China) 
Locational knowledge - name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  
Place knowledge - understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European 
country  
Human and physical geography - use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical features and key 
human features 

Geographical skills and fieldwork - use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage  
Summer Term – ‘Off to the seaside’ – Comparing city to coastal area  
Place knowledge - understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European 
country  
Human and physical geography - use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical features and key 
human features 

Geographical skills and fieldwork - use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key  

 

Year 1 End points  Year 2 End points 

Knowledge & Understanding 
I can name human features such as different types of building (house, shop, restaurant, church, factory) within my 
local area 
I can name physical features such as hill, pond, trees, flowers within my local area 
I can name human and physical features of hot and cold countries  (desert/savannah/dry/hut/snow/ice/igloo)  
I can name countries that make up the United Kingdom 
I can use my knowledge to make comparisons between countries. 
I can use simple positional geographical vocabulary 
Skills 
I can create a simple map 
I can use compass points (North, East, South, West) 
I can identify hot and cold countries using a map 
I can use sources of information to answer geographical questions  

Knowledge & Understanding 
I can name the capital cities of the UK  
I can name the world’s 7 continents and 5 oceans  
I can identify geographical similarities and differences when comparing the UK and a non-European country.  
I can identify geographical similarities and differences when comparing urban and coastal areas  
I can use geographical vocabulary to identify physical and human features 
Skills 
I can ask and respond to geographical questions  
I can recognize, observe, describe and record physical and human features 
I can create a simple map using field work skills.  
I can use aerial maps to identify features 
I can use world maps, atlases and globes to identify countries, continents and oceans studied. 



 

 

 

Geography Curriculum –Key Stage 2  

National Curriculum: 
Pupils should be taught about: 
Locational knowledge 

 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 

countries, and major cities 

 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and 

land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

 identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time 

zones (including day and night) 

Place knowledge 

 understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America 

Human and physical geography 

 describe and understand key aspects of: 

 physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 

 use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

 use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 
Year 3 Coverage  Year 4 Coverage  

Autumn Term – ‘A journey across the ages’ Locational knowledge linked to History Stone age to Iron 
age  
Human and physical geography - describe and understand key aspects of: physical and human 
geography  
Geographical skills and fieldwork - use maps, atlases to describe features studied  
use four and six-figure grid references to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom  

Spring Term – ‘What’s on our doorstep? Local area study – Willenhall/ Bilston (4 figure grid 
reference).  
Human and physical geography - describe and understand key aspects of: physical and human 
geography  

 use symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United 
Kingdom   
use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area 
using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies 

Summer Term – ‘Romans and Italy’ Compare and contrast the local area with a region in Italy (Rome) 
Locational knowledge - locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the 
location of Russia) concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities  
name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time  

Autumn Term – ‘H20’ Local region study – The Midlands and a River study (water cycle) 
Locational knowledge - name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and 
their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts 
and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time  
Place knowledge - understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North 
or South America  
Human and physical geography - describe and understand key aspects of: physical and human geography  
Geographical skills and fieldwork - use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied  
Spring Term – ‘Invaders’ Study of Scandinavia  
Locational knowledge - locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of 
Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities  
name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human 
and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-
use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time  
identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, 
the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night)  



Place knowledge - understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country  
Human and physical geography - describe and understand key aspects of: physical and human 
geography  
Geographical skills and fieldwork - use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied  
 
 

Place knowledge - understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North 
or South America  
Human and physical geography - describe and understand key aspects of: physical and human geography  
Geographical skills and fieldwork - use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied  
Summer Term – ‘Amazing Amazon’ A study of a region of South America – Amazon Rainforest and climate 
change.  
Locational knowledge - locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of 
Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities  
name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human 
and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-
use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time  
identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, 
the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night)  
Place knowledge - understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North 
or South America  
Human and physical geography - describe and understand key aspects of: physical and human geography  
 

Year 3 End points  Year 4 End points 
Knowledge & Understanding 
I can identify human and physical features within my locality  
I can identify human and physical features of a European country  
I can explain how human and physical characteristics have changed over time 
I understand geographical similarities and differences related to the United Kingdom and a region in a 
European country 
Skills 
I can use maps and plans to locate places including countries and cities of the United Kingdom  and some 
European countries  
I can use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present information 
I can use four figure grid references 
I can identify what symbols mean on different types of maps 
I can create maps using knowledge of where features are located 

Knowledge & Understanding 
I can identify human and physical features for a region of the UK. (Midlands) 
I can describe the different stages of a river  
I can explain the features that make a good settlement  
I can explain the effects that physical features have on human features and vice versa 
I can recall information about a European country (Sweden)  
I can make comparisons between places studied 
I can recall information about a region within South America (Brazil/rainforests) 
I understand what climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts are and within the region studied. 
Skills 
I can locate UK regions and cities using maps and atlases  
I can identify major rivers in the UK using maps and atlases  
I can locate European countries using maps and atlases.  
I can identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic Circle and Antarctic Circle 
I can use my knowledge to debate ethical issues  
I can use appropriate geographical vocabulary in communicating findings 
I can use a range of fieldwork techniques and instruments (river study) 
I can use ICT to help geographical investigations or research 

 

Year 5 Coverage  Year 6 Coverage  

Autumn Term – ‘Rites and Rituals’ A study of North America  
Locational knowledge - locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the 

location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key 

physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 

Autumn Term – ‘Black Out!’ A study of Europe and its links to WW2 

Locational knowledge - locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of 

Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities  
name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human 
and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-
use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time  



Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

Place knowledge- understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within 

North or South America 

Human and physical geography- describe and understand key aspects of: physical and human 

geography  

Geographical skills and fieldwork - use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features studied 

Spring Term – ‘The Ancient Greeks’ A study of Greece  
Locational knowledge- locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the 

location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key 

physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

Place knowledge- understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within 

North or South America 

Human and physical geography- describe and understand key aspects of: physical and human 

geography  

Geographical skills and fieldwork- use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features studied 

Summer Term – ‘London – Then and Now’ A study of London. Make comparisons to Greece. 
Locational knowledge - name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions 
and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have 
changed over time  
Place knowledge  - understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within 
North or South America  
Human and physical geography - describe and understand key aspects of: physical and human 
geography  
Geographical skills and fieldwork - use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied  
use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use 
of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world  
 

Human and physical geography  - describe and understand key aspects of: physical and human geography  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  - use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features studied  
use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world  

Spring Term – ‘The Lost World’ A study of Egypt and the River Nile 

Locational knowledge - locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of 

Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities  
Place knowledge - understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North 
or South America  
Human and physical geography - describe and understand key aspects of: physical and human geography  

Geographical skills and fieldwork - use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features studied  
Summer Term – ‘The World is our Oyster – A time to shine!’ Identifying countries, continents and oceans 
around the world. Angry Earth (Natural Disasters - earthquakes, tsunamis and volcanic eruptions) 

Locational knowledge - locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of 

Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities  
identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, 
the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night)  

Human and physical geography - describe and understand key aspects of:  
physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle  

Geographical skills and fieldwork - use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features studied  
 

Year 5 End points  Year 6 End points 

Knowledge & Understanding 
I can recall geographical information about places within North America  
I understand that there are different time zones around the world.  
I can compare London with Mexico   
I can identify different types of settlements 
I can recall geographical information about a European country (past and present Greece)  
I can identify human and physical features of London and consider how these have changed over time 
Skills 
I can identify countries in North America using maps and atlases.  
I can use maps and atlases to name and locate mountains and rivers in Greece 
I can present geographical information in a relevant context (travel brochure) 

Knowledge & Understanding 
I can compare differences between past and present maps  
I can compare and contrast climates  
I can recall geographical information about a non - European country  
I understand how physical and human features impact on settlements, land use, economic activity and the 
distribution of natural resources  
I understand how physical geography contributes to natural disasters and the impact that these have on 
human geography 
Skills 
I can use maps and atlases to name and locate countries across the world 
I can locate UK cities on a map  



I can name and locate countries and cities in the UK.  
I can use six figure grid references to locate geographical features  
I can use a range of appropriate geographical vocabulary  
I can use ICT to support geographical inquiry 

I can identify urban and rural areas within the UK  
I can ask questions, describe and explain geographical patterns, similarities, differences and physical and 
human processes 
I can collect and record evidence and analyse evidence in order to draw conclusions  
I can use appropriate geographical vocabulary  
I can use primary and secondary sources of information and evidence, suggest conclusions and present 
findings in different ways 
I can use and select ICT to help in geographical enquiry  
I can develop an understanding of the links between cause and effect 

 


